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Programme notes

Shifting sands is a one movement work scored for large wind band.
It is so named because of it's changing shape and character. Themes
are distorted and re-shaped in the manner of the sands of a desert
landscape. The composition contains six short themes announced
after a robust introduction. The first three occur in quick succession,
the third almost acting as a counter melody to the second. The fourth
and fifth are introduced after the stringendo to bring a dancing and

- thythmic intensity whilst the fifth theme is also one which becomes a
teature of the rhythmic pattern throughout the composition. The sixth
theme is introduced later during the Presto played by cornets and
trumpets and which is immediately developed by the trombones.

The ever changing shape of the sands are represented by the free
development, constant variations of tone colour, scalistic movement
and moments of calm open chords. In it's key structures one area
gives way to another in mood whilst varying keys changes do not
occur by direct modulation but by an almost instantaneous shift of
tonality,Shifting sands is purely symbolic and not descriptive and it
combines moments of tonality with atonality to produce necessarily
ambiguous implications. Dissonant chords punctuate the flow
throughout and only at the conclusion of the work does the whole
piece become tonal to end on a C major chord.
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Instrumentation

Piccolo
-2 Flutes
2 Oboes
Solo Clarinet
Repiano Clarinet
2nd & 3rd Clarinet
Bass Clarinet
2 Alto Saxophones
1 Tenor Saxophones
1 Baritone Saxophone

Bassoon

4 Horns

Solo Cornet
2nd & 3rd Cornet

2 Trombones in Bb
Bass Trombone in Bb

Euphonium
Bombardon

Timpani

Percussion
Side drum, bass drum, cymbals, triangle, tam-tam

Transposed score

Duration: 10 minutes.
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