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Notes

Wildfire (2007) was commissioned by the XXXXXXXXXXXX. Geographically located in XXXXXX, XXX is
surrounded by prairie land that is conducive to vast prairie fires during the dry summer months. Wildfire depicts
the image of a fire raging out of control, ignited by a single spark represented by hitting the low stings of the piano.
The lyrical middle section represents a meadow of new growth after the fire has long since subsided, but then the
fire ignites again and takes an unexpected turn towards the end. Wildfire is a 10 minute, through-composed work in
modified ternary form with an extended introduction, followed by an energetic A section, lyrical B section,
transitioning back to A with a fast coda in 6/8 representing the fire raging unpredictably. Harmonically, Wildfire is
vertically dissonant with many minor seconds and tri-tones. The lyrical B theme is very tonal and flowing,
contrasting the sharp, angular A themes. The rhythmic and melodic ostinati represent the fire’s relentless path
across the endless plains.

Instrumentation

Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb 1
Clarinet in Bb 2
Clarinet in Bb 3
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon

Alto Saxophone 1
Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

Percussion (5 players required):

Timpani

Mallet Percussion:
Marimba
Xylophone
Glockenspiel

Percussion 1:
Suspended Cymbal
Snare Drum
Woodblock
Tenor Drum
Hi-hat

Percussion 2:
Bass Drum
Suspended Cymbal

Percussion 3:
Crash Cymbals
Concert Toms
Hi-hat
Temple Blocks

Trumpet in Bb 1
Trumpet in Bb 2
Trumpet in Bb 3
HorninF 1
Horn in F 2
HorninF 3
Hornin F 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
Piano
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